WYE CREEK WEEKEND WANDER
1,500M / 4,921FT

2022 TRIP NOTES

WYE CREEK WEEKEND WANDER

2022 TRIP DETAILS

Dates: Available on demand from
July to August
Duration: 2 days
Departure: ex Wanaka or Queenstown, New Zealand
Price: From NZ$720 per person
A cosy home for the night. Photo: Hannah Zhang

Join our experienced local guides as we lead you into Queenstown’s stunning Wye Creek for
an unforgettable alpine hiking experience. Using snowshoes to journey into this breathtaking
mountain environment, we hike to our cosy expedition-style camp and explore the local
surrounds before bedding down for a night under the stars in this remarkable corner of the
Southern Alps.
If you have a hankering to explore but limited time to
do so, our Wye Creek Weekend Wander is the perfect
opportunity to escape into the rugged backcountry
above Queenstown in a short weekend trip.
Snowshoeing up into the secluded Wye Creek valley,
we feel small in comparison to the dramatic landscape
that surrounds us. As we approach AC’s comfortable
seasonal camp, we spot the dramatic frozen waterfalls
cascading above, which are famed as New Zealand’s
best ice climbing crags. It’s a beautiful area to explore
before returning to a cosy camp and tasty evening
meal. After a hearty breakfast, the following morning
we hike back down the valley and return to the bright
lights of Queenstown.
This is the ideal getaway for those who are seeking a real
alpine experience with the comforts of an established
camp and convenience of a short time commitment.
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OUR GUIDES
Adventure Consultants trekking guides are NZMGA or
NZOIA qualified guides. They are truly professional and
operate to the highest industry standards.
You will find your guide friendly, approachable and
focused on providing a safe and enjoyable trip in line
with your objectives and comfort level.

ITINERARY
DAY 1
Your guide will meet you at 8.30am, either at our
Wanaka office or for those staying in Queenstown it
is possible for your guide to pick you up from your
accommodation there.
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Wye Creek from above, blanketed with fresh snow. Photo: Amy Hall

The day starts with a trip briefing before we organise
equipment and drive to the Wye Creek carpark, about
15 minutes south of Queenstown.

the trip, we can discuss trekking in different region or
embarking on an alternative activity. When booking
your trip, please specify the dates you are available.

Initially donning our hiking boots, we’re off! The track
starts climbing straight away as we rise through silver
beech forest to the bushline, where we are rewarded
with breathtaking views of the valley opening up
before us. We are now surrounded by wild tussock and
native hebes, and it’s not long before we reach the
snowline. Strapping into our snowshoes, this where the
landscape becomes especially dramatic.

TREK ACCOMMODATION

As we progress higher into the sub-alpine zone, we
spot the frozen waterfalls for which the valley is
famous in winter. Located close by, the cosy Adventure
Consultants Expedition Camp is waiting for us. From
here we have the opportunity to explore the surrounds
in this winter wonderland before settling down to
enjoy a hot cooked meal and share good company.

DAY 2
After a good night’s sleep in this special setting, we
take a hearty breakfast before hiking back out to the
car, tired but fulfilled!

WEATHER
Our Wye Creek Expedition Camp is operational in July
and August. We have approximately 9 daylight hours in
winter, when temperatures may drop to as low as -10°C
and could rise to as high as 5°C.

Adventure Consultants will provide your
accommodation while the trip is running. This is from
9.00am on Day 1 until 5.00pm on Day 2. All food and
accommodation outside this time is at your expense.
When in the mountains you will stay at our Wye Creek
Base Camp in a shared sleeping tent and you will need
to provide your own sleeping bag.

EQUIPMENT LIST
Hiking in winter in the New Zealand mountains
requires good personal gear due to the potential cold
weather conditions. Our focus is on having the essential
clothing and equipment, whilst keeping pack weights
as light as possible for your comfort and ease of travel.
We will send you an equipment list prior to the trip.

COMMUNICATION & MESSAGES
Our guides are in radio, cell or satellite phone
communication with our operations base and the
Department of Conservation headquarters throughout
the trip. This assists us with weather forecast updates
and safety back up. Urgent messages can be relayed via
our office to the field if required. Each party carries a
locator beacon for additional security.

The weather is always a consideration in the high
mountains. In the event that weather or conditions
were not suitable to enter the region at the start of
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Exploring the terrain around camp. Photo: Hannah Zhang

FITNESS & HEALTH
To make the most of your experience, we encourage
working on your fitness prior to the trip. Training with
a 8kg/20lb pack is the best preparation.
Our registration form requests that you advise us of any
medical problems you may have and of any medications
you are taking.

FOOD
We place emphasis on providing nutritious meals and a
good supply of snack food throughout the trip. If you
have any special dietary requirements, please advise us
at the time of registration.

INSURANCE
We strongly recommend that you take out trip
cancellation insurance to protect yourself in the event
of injury or mishap prior to or whilst on our trips.
Whilst our focus is on safety and our track record
supports this, the mountains do have hazards and there
is always the potential for mishap.
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If you were injured whilst on the trip, the New Zealand
Accident Compensation Corporation (ACC) will pay
rescue costs upon review of the circumstances and
authorisation by the police. This service may not apply
to evacuation costs for medical conditions. You are not
eligible for bulk compensation payments from ACC, and
you are responsible for any medical or evacuation costs
beyond the cover provided by ACC.

TRAVEL
We commence this trip from our base in Wanaka, or
for those staying in Queenstown it is possible for your
guide to pick you up from your accommodation at a
pre-arranged time.
Air New Zealand and Qantas/Jetstar provide daily
services to Queenstown from Auckland, Wellington and
Christchurch airports. There are also direct flights from
most major Australian cities.
A shuttle service operates several times daily between
Queenstown and Wanaka (approximately one hour
driving time and at a cost from NZ$35 each way), check
https://www.ritchies.co.nz/wanaka for details. Bus services
also operate daily between Christchurch and Wanaka.
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Wanaka and Queenstown both have a range of
accommodation from backpackers, youth hostels,
motels and hotels to luxury lodges.
We are happy to assist with your accommodation and
bus transfer arrangements.
You will find some of New Zealand’s best sport climbing
in the Matukituki Valley—the gateway to the Mount
Aspiring region, just a 10-minute drive from our offices.
Three ski resorts provide plentiful winter activity and all
year-round fishing, boating, mountain biking.

PRICE
The price for our 2 day guided trek is:
NZ$1,900 for 1:1 guide to trekker ratio
NZ$1,100 per person for 1:2 guide to trekker ratio
NZ$850 per person for 1:3 guide to trekker ratio
NZ$720 per person for 1:4 guide to trekker ratio
PLEASE NOTE: Pricing may change due to increases in
costs outside the control of Adventure Consultants.

The price includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Guide fees
Permit fees
Accommodation in our expedition-style Base Camp
All meals and snack foods whilst on the trip
Group equipment
Ground transport ex Wanaka or Queenstown
Department of Conservation concession fees (37125-GUI)
15% New Zealand Goods and Services Tax

NOTE: In order to reserve a guide, we recommend that
you book well in advance.

PAYMENT DETAILS
All payments should be made by bank transfer to the
following bank and account:
Bank: Bank of New Zealand
For the Account of: Adventure Consultants Limited
Account Number: 02 0673 0043443 00
Account Type: NZ Dollars
NOTE: All transfer charges are for the remitter’s account.

Crossing the frozen creek in the lower valley. Photo: Dean Staples

A winter wonderland in the Wye Creek Valley. Photo: Amy Hall
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Snowshoeing through late season snow. Photo: Hannah Zhang
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We also accept your deposit and balance payment by credit
card (Visa, Mastercard and Amex) plus a 3% card charge.

DEPOSIT
To confirm place on one of our treks, we require a
completed registration form with a deposit of NZ$500
per person.

BALANCE
The balance payment is due 60 days prior to the trek
start date.

CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY

The ultimate escape just a short distance from Queenstown. Photo: Steve Moffat

• Cancellations outside of 60 days incur a NZ$250
cancellation fee.
• For cancellations made within 60 days of the trip
commencement date, we reserve the right to retain
50% of the full fee.
• For cancellations made within 30 days of the trip
commencement date, we reserve the right to retain
75% of the full fee.
• For cancellations within 15 days of the departure date
a cancellation fee of 100% of the full fee applies.
We recommend you take out trip cancellation insurance
via your travel agent if you wish to be covered against
cancellation due to medical or personal reasons.
Taking in the sun. Photo: Amy Hall

HOW TO JOIN THIS TRIP
If you would like to join one of our Wye Creek
Weekend Wanders, please complete our online booking
form and forward your deposit payment at https://
www.adventureconsultants.com/treks/new-zealandtreks/wye-creek-weekend-wander/book-now.

CONTACT US
If you require more information, please contact us at:
Adventure Consultants Ltd
PO Box 739
Wanaka 9343
New Zealand
Phone: +64 3 443 8711
Email: info@adventure.co.nz
Web: www.adventureconsultants.com

A hearty evening meal cooked by your guide. Photo: Hannah Zhang
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Stunning evening light as night falls in the valley. Photo: Hannah Zhang

Adventure Consultants is affiliated to the New Zealand Mountain
Guides Association (NZMGA), New Zealand Alpine Club (NZAC) and
a corporate member of the American Alpine Club (AAC). Adventure
Consultants is a supporter of the dZi Foundation in Nepal for their
‘Revitalise a Village’ programmes.
Adventure Consultants perform to IFMGA/UIAGM standards and are
world leaders in high altitude guiding.
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