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ROSS SEA ANTARCTICA SKI
TOURING TRIP NOTES

2022 TRIP DETAILS

Dates: February 10 to March 11
Duration: 30 days
Departure: ex Invercargill, New Zealand
Price: From US$23,000 per person +
US$7,500 Ski Touring Add-On
Experience a ski touring journey like no other! Photo: Mark Sedon

Be the first to join Adventure Consultants and Heritage Expeditions on an exploratory ski touring
expedition to Antarctica’s Ross Sea region. Blocked by impenetrable ice for most of the year, the
Ross Sea region is rarely visited by tourists and never before have tour groups explored the vast
ice and snow covered landscapes on skis!
Our ship-based Ross Sea Antarctica Ski Touring
Expedition is an exploratory journey that takes you
through New Zealand’s Subantarctic Islands to the Ross
Sea and onto the slopes of Mt Erebus. Enjoy remote,
pristine ski mountaineering, visit historic sites and
scientific bases, learn about the wildlife and efforts to
conserve the unique history and ecology of the world’s
last untouched wilderness.
Suitable for skiers and non-skiers alike, this expedition
will take you into the heart of Antarctica’s Ross Sea, one
of the most fascinating areas on the frozen continent.

TRIP OVERVIEW
Our expedition begins in Invercargill, a short drive away
from the seaport of Bluff, where we board our fully
equipped and ice-strengthened ship, the Akademik
Shokalskiy for our journey to Antarctica.
Cover Photo: Coulman Island, S. Ott, Heritage Expeditions
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Breaking up our journey south, we hop between the
little known Subantarctic Islands taking in the Snares,
Auckland, Macquarie and Campbell Islands. These islands
are all part of the amazing and dynamic Southern Ocean
ecosystem of which Antarctica is at the very heart.
Our program once we arrive in the Ross Sea region
offers some flexibility to work around weather and
sea ice floes. The density and direction of the pack ice
can impact on our ability to land the Zodiacs, however,
there are countless options across the region and our
experienced guides and crew will ensure that each day
we head to those areas where conditions are best.
While non-skiers explore the fascinating coastlines
teeming with wildlife on foot and by Zodiac, our
ski touring team will embark on day trips onto the
surrounding mountains and glaciers. The region offers
a wide range of variety in terrain, from the steep
volcanic slopes of Mount Erebus, to the mellow hillsides
of Franklin Island and the glaciers and bowls of the
Admiralty Range.
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Akademik Shokalskiy. Photo: M.Potts, Heritage Expeditions

HISTORY & ECOLOGY
Steeped in history, the Ross Sea homes a remarkable
number of relics from the golden-age of exploration,
including some famous huts that are icons of Antarctic
history. Named for explorer Sir James Clark Ross, who
discovered the area in 1841, the Ross Sea is perhaps
better known for the explorer Robert Falcon Scott and
his ‘Race to the Pole’ alongside fellow pioneers Nobu
Shirase and Roald Amundsen; and of course the ill-fated
Trans-Antarctic expedition led by Ernest Shackleton.
The dramatic landscape described by these early
explorers is unchanged. The penguin rookeries
described by the early biologists fluctuate in numbers
from year to year, but they still occupy the same
sites. The seals, which are no longer hunted for food
lie around on ice floes seemingly unperturbed. The
whales, which were hunted so ruthlessly here in the
1920s, are slowly coming back, but it is a long way back
from the edge of extinction, and some species have
done better than others. Snow Petrels, Wilson’s StormPetrels, Antarctic Prions and South Polar Skuas all breed
in this seemingly inhospitable environment.

THE AKADEMIK SHOKALSKIY
We voyage to Antarctica aboard Heritage Expeditions’
vessel the Akademik Shokalskiy . She was built in 1984
for polar and oceanographic research, and being fully
ice-strengthened, is perfect for expedition travel.
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She carries just 48 passengers and provides comfortable
accommodation in twin share cabins approximately half
of which have private facilities. All cabins have outside
windows or portholes and ample storage space.
On board there is a combined bar/library lounge area and
a dedicated lecture room. The cuisine is excellent and is
prepared by top New Zealand and Australian chefs.
The real focus and emphasis of every expedition is
getting you ashore as often as possible for as long as
possible with maximum safety and comfort. Along with
our qualified and experienced Adventure Consultants
ski guide, our expedition will be accompanied by some
of the most experienced naturalists and guides, who
have devoted a lifetime to field research in the areas
that we visit. The ship is crewed by a very enthusiastic
and most experienced Russian Captain and crew.

PREREQUISITE SKILLS
This adventure has the flexibility to be customised to your
needs, whether you are an experienced ski mountaineer
who wants to make first descents or a downhill skier
with some off-piste experience looking to improve your
backcountry touring skills in a unique setting. Previous
backcountry or off-piste ski experience is recommended.
We ask all team members to submit a resume of their
ski experience. This helps tailor the program to your
experience and ability, so that you get maximum
enjoyment and satisfaction from your efforts. It also
allows us to make any suggestions for further training.
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A close encounter with Emperor Penguins. Photo: S Blanc, Heritage Expeditions

You should come with a good level of fitness as this is
a moderate to strenuous program, regardless of your
particular itinerary. It really is worth making an effort,
as those who are “mountain-fit” when they arrive in
Antarctica will enjoy it far more!

THE ADVENTURE CONSULTANTS TEAM
Our international guiding staff are the best in the
industry. Adventure Consultants guides are IFMGA
qualified mountain guides. They are professional
mountaineers and operate to the highest industry
standards. You will find the Adventure Consultants
mountain guides companionable and strong expedition
leaders with considerable abilities and a willingness to
see you achieve your goals.
The number of guides is determined by the team size
but the normal ratio of guides to members is 1:4.

EXPEDITION LEADER
Our 2022 Ross Sea Antarctica Ski Touring Expedition
will be led by Guy Cotter.
Guy is the CEO of Adventure Consultants and has
spent over 25 years leading and organising expeditions
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around the globe. His experience in the mountains is
unquestionable and his skills are in high demand, not
only as a guide but also as a high altitude cameraman,
film project manager, training corporate groups, speaker
and of course in expedition logistics and planning. Guy’s
impressive climbing resume includes the Seven Summits,
eight of the world’s fourteen 8,000m peaks and
numerous expeditions climbing and skiing in Antarctica.

ITINERARY
Day 1

Invercargill, New Zealand

Day 2

Port of Bluff

Day 3

The Snares—North East Island

Days 4–5

Auckland Islands

Day 6

At sea

Days 7–8

Macquarie Island

Days 9–12

At sea

Days 13–22

Antarctica's Ross Sea region

Days 23–26

At sea

Days 27–28

Campbell Island—Perseverance Harbour

Day 29

At sea

Day 30

Invercargill.
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DETAILED ITINERARY
The following itinerary is an example of how the
expedition may operate depending on weather and
ice conditions.

Day 1
Invercargill, New Zealand. Arrive at Invercargill, New
Zealand’s southern most city and rich in Scottish
history. Grab your last-minute luxuries before meeting
your fellow expeditioners for an informal get-together
over dinner.

Day 2
Port of Bluff. Enjoy breakfast at the hotel restaurant
and exploring some of the local attractions before
heading to the Port of Bluff, where you will board your
ship. Settle into your cabin and join your expedition
team and the captain for a welcome on board.

Day 3
The Snares—North East Island. Staggeringly, The
Snares are home to more nesting seabirds than all
of the British Isles put together. Zodiac cruising the
coast we learn how the islands got their name and in

Campbell Island. Photo: S Ott, Heritage Expeditions

Peruse the Spirit of Enderby’s Antarctic library. Photo: Heritage Expeditions
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the sheltered bays we should see the endemic Snares
Crested Penguin, the Cape Petrel and Buller’s Albatross
nesting on the imposing cliffs.

Days 4–5
Auckland Islands. Characterised by towering cliffs and
rugged sea stacks, these islands have borne witness
to many a shipwreck in days gone by. We spend the
day ashore on Enderby Island which is, perhaps, the
most beautiful of all the Subantarctic Islands. Here we
find parakeets flitting above carpets of red, white and
yellow wild flowers and on the beaches beyond, the
rare Hooker’s, or New Zealand, Sea Lion. We land in
Carnley Harbour and if conditions are suitable, climb to
a Shy Albatross colony, otherwise we will explore sites
within the harbour.

Day 6
At sea. Take the chance to learn more about
the biology and history of these islands and the
tempestuous Southern Ocean through informal
lectures with our experts. This particular stretch of
ocean is very productive and we can expect many
seabirds, including five or six kinds of albatross and
numerous species of petrel.

Southern Royal Albatross. Photo: T Bickford, Heritage Expeditions

Experience the wild of the Subantarctic. Photo: Heritage Expeditions
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Days 7–8
Macquarie Island. This remote, rocky outpost which
endures roaring westerly winds supports one of the
highest concentrations of wildlife in the Southern
Hemisphere. Four species of penguin; King, Royal,
Rockhopper and Gentoo all breed here. You will never
forget your first experience in a ceaselessly active
‘penguin city’, where the dapper inhabitants show no
fear of their strange visitors. We will also meet with the
Park Rangers, visit the Australian Antarctic Base and
observe the hundreds of Southern Elephant Seals along
the beaches.

Days 9–12

Pushing through ice floes in the Ross Sea. Photo: S Ott Heritage Expeditions

At sea. Soaring albatross and petrels circle the vessel as
we steam south through the Southern Ocean. Lectures
now concentrate on the Ross Sea region and beyond
the bow of the ship; drifting icebergs of extraordinary
shapes begin to appear. Manoeuvring in close for your
first iceberg photographs we pass the Antarctic Circle
and into the continent’s realm of 24-hour daylight.

Days 13–22
Antarctica’s Ross Sea region. With unpredictable ice
and weather conditions, a day-by-day itinerary is not
possible, but we assess the conditions daily and take
every opportunity to make landings and launch the
Zodiacs. You can anticipate a variety of ski touring
opportunities alongside wildlife viewing, visits to
scientific bases and historic sites. We hope to visit the
following areas:

See Antarctica’s scientific bases. Photo: T Bickford, Heritage Expeditions

Cape Adare: A large flat spit of land, teeming with
the staggering sight of Antarctica’s largest Adelie
Penguin rookery: a tumult of chattering, feeding
chicks, territorial disputes, petty pilfering and courtship
displays. Curious penguins often come very close,
offering superb photographic opportunities. Among
the shifting mass of penguins we will find Carsten
Borchgrevink’s Hut, the oldest in Antarctica, an
overwintering shelter for the first expedition to the
continent in 1899.
Cape Hallett: The enormous Admiralty Range heralds
our arrival; wild and extraordinary, the mountains rear
up towering out of the sea to over 4,000 metres high
and are bounded by colossal glaciers. We make our
landing at an abandoned base site, now home to large
numbers of Adelie Penguins and Weddell Seals, and
make our way towards the some of the nearby peaks
for some ski touring, the possibilities in this remote
area are endless!

Explore endless untouched terrain. Photo: Luis Benitez

Franklin Island: Desolately beautiful and rugged, this is
home to a large Adelie Penguin population and other
nesting seabirds. We attempt a landing and tour up a
small peak before skiing back down to the coastline.

Loading up the Zodiac. Photo: Guy Cotter
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Cruising alongside the ice edge. Photo: E Bell, Heritage Expeditions

Possession Islands or Cape McCormick: Rarelyvisited, small and rugged, these rocks support tens
of thousands of penguins. Observe the birds’ busy
and humorous activity on a hike or head towards
the Admiralty Mountains around Cape McCormick to
explore the nearby slopes on skis.
Ross Ice Shelf: The world’s largest body of floating
ice and a natural barrier, at times creating hazardous
weather, with sheets of snow blown at gale force by
winds off the polar ice cap. Just 800 miles from the
South Pole, this daunting spectacle prevented many
early explorers from venturing further south. We cruise
along its dizzying 30-metre high ice cliffs, perhaps lucky
enough to see icebergs ‘calving’.
Ross Island: Mount Erebus/Cape Bird/Shackleton’s Hut/
Scott’s Hut(s) and visits to a scientific field station (Scott
and McMurdo Stations are high on our wish list but ice,
weather and station operational requirements often
make them inaccessible). Ross Island was, and is, the
‘hub of activity’ in the Ross Sea. Home to four volcanoes,
most notably Mt Erebus, a monstrous active volcano
named after the ancient Greek God of Darkness, Ross
Island is not short of ski touring objectives.
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Terra Nova Bay: An Italian research station with several
ski touring options in the surrounding area. Depending
on weather and wind conditions we can ski the slopes
of Mt Melbourne, tour across to Inexpressible Island or
head towards the Preistly Glacier. If time allows we can
stop in at the research station and enjoy, perhaps, the
best ‘espresso’ in Antarctica!

Days 23–26
At sea. Taking time to rest and enjoy life on board
your ship in the bar or library after the excitement and
long daylight hours of the Antarctic, we have time for
lectures on our final destination and for some pelagic
bird spotting.

Days 27–28
Campbell Island—Perseverance Harbour. We drop
anchor in Perseverance Harbour, an occasional refuge
for Southern Right Whales who come here to calve.
Walk to the nesting site of the Southern Royal Albatross
and see the strange and beautiful megaherbs on the
hills. These huge wild flowers that have adapted to the
harsh conditions have unusual colourings and weirdlyshaped leaves. We also seek out other wildlife such as
Campbell Island Shags, Light-mantled Sooty Albatross
and sea lions.
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Day 29
At sea. Relax and reflect on a remarkable journey as
you join our experts for a recap of highlights and enjoy
a farewell dinner this evening.

Day 30
Invercargill. We disembark and our adventure ends as
we disperse to begin others. After fond farewells we
transfer you to central city hotels or to the airport.
NOTE: In 2022 visits at the Scientific Research Stations
may be limited due to COVID-19 Restrictions.

ADVANTAGES OF JOINING ADVENTURE
CONSULTANTS ON AN EXPEDITION
Adventure Consultants is renowned for the quality of
its service and strategy applied to expedition climbing.
Our reputation is attributed to meticulous planning
and experienced logistics coordination. We have a
philosophy of investing in every expedition to offer
our climbers the best possible chance of a safe and
enjoyable trip.
We employ strong and specialised expedition leaders
and support staff, who are some of the most preeminent in the industry. We pride ourselves on
operating with small teams, the best backup and
support available. This includes nutritious and ample
quantities of food, comfortable base camp facilities,
reliable communications systems and the necessary
medical backup.

Many of our expedition members come to us because
they have seen us in action on a previous trip and
decide to opt for our level of service and proven
experience. Others return because they know we do
our very best to make expeditions safe and successful.

EQUIPMENT
A full clothing and equipment checklist will be
sent to all expedition members once their booking
is confirmed. Our Equipment Coordinator will be
available prior to the trip to provide advice and discuss
individual equipment questions.

FOOD
All meals, including snacks, coffee and tea, are provided
onboard. If you have any special dietary requirements,
please advise us at the time of registration.

MEDICAL EXAMINATION
Expedition members will be provided with pre-trip
medical advice and a medical questionnaire and asked
to visit their family physician and receive a full medical
examination. This information will be sighted only by
the expedition leader and our medical adviser and
treated with full confidentiality.

The slopes of Erebus beckoning to be explored! Photo: T Bickford, Heritage Expeditions
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Discover relics from the past. Photo: N Russ, Heritage Expeditions

Seals abound throughout the journey. Photo: T Bickford, Heritage Expeditions

THE EXPEDITION FEE
The cost of the expedition ex Invercargill, New Zealand
is from US$23,000 plus US$7,500 for the Ski Touring
Add On Option.
Several ship berth options are available, please contact
us for details and availabilty.
This is an inclusive cost and covers the following:
• Pre and post cruise transfers
• One night hotel accommodation (twin share)
including dinner and breakfast
• All meals throughout the voyage aboard the ship,
including snacks, coffee and tea
• All shore excursions and activities
The expedition fee does not include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Additional landing fees of US$880 per person
Airfares to or from your home city
Passport and visa expenses
Any government arrival and departure airport taxes
Ski touring equipment
Cancellation and travel insurance (emergency
medical and evacuation insurance is mandatory)
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See penguins in their natural habitat. Photo: N Russ, Heritage Expeditions

• Excess baggage charges
• Laundry, bar, beverage and other personal charges
onboard the ship or at the hotel
• Gratuities

PAYMENT DETAILS
All payments should be made by bank transfer to the
following bank and account:
Bank of New Zealand
Offshore Branch
42 Willis Street
Spark Central
Wellington, New Zealand
for the account of Adventure Consultants Limited
Account Number: 1000-594771-0000
Account Type: US Dollars
Swift Address: BKNZNZ22
NOTE: All bank transfer charges are for the remitter’s
account.
We also accept your deposit and balance payment by
credit card (Visa and Mastercard) plus a 3% card charge.
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Shackleton’s Hut interior. Photo: JJ L’Heureux , Heritage Expeditions

DEPOSIT
A deposit of 25% is payable to secure a place on
the expedition.

BALANCE
The balance of payment is then due 120 days prior to
the start date.

CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY
• Cancellations outside of 120 days of the departure
date a full refund less US$750 administration fee.
• Cancellations outside of 90 days of the departure
date will result in the loss of the trip deposit.
• Cancellations within 90 days of the departure date a
cancellation fee of 100% of the full fee applies.*
*Where full payment has not yet been received, the
total price will still apply and any unpaid monies are
due immediately.
We recommend you take out trip cancellation insurance
via your travel agent if you wish to be covered against
cancellation due to medical or personal reasons.
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HOW TO JOIN THIS EXPEDITION
If you would like to join our Ross Sea Antarctica Ski
Touring Expedition, please feel free to book online at
https://www.adventureconsultants.com/expeditions/
antarctica/ross-sea-antarctica-ski-touring/book-now/
and return your completed booking form to us along
with your deposit.

CONTACT US
If you require more information, please contact us at:
Adventure Consultants Ltd
PO Box 739
20 Brownston Street
Wanaka 9343
New Zealand
Phone: +64 3 443 8711
Freephone from North America: +1 866 757 8722
Email: info@adventure.co.nz
Website: www.adventureconsultants.com
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A ship-based Antarctic expedition like no other! Photo: J Hoflehner, Heritage Expeditions

Adventure Consultants is affiliated to the New Zealand Mountain
Guides Association (NZMGA), New Zealand Alpine Club (NZAC) and
a corporate member of the American Alpine Club (AAC). Adventure
Consultants is a supporter of the dZi Foundation in Nepal for their
‘Revitalise a Village’ programmes.
Adventure Consultants perform to IFMGA/UIAGM standards and are
world leaders in high altitude guiding.
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